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INTRODUCTION 

 

At Ingleby Mill we aim to ensure that our whole community provides children with the opportunity 

for growth and development through the acquisition of skills, attitudes and knowledge in a safe 

encouraging and sometimes challenging environment.  This reflects the aims and ethos of the 

school and staff, and is reflected in the School Mission Statement. 

 

This document is a statement of the aims, principles, processes and strategies for the teaching and 

learning of Geography at Ingleby Mill. 

 

The policy has been devised by the present geography curriculum co-ordinator after discussion 

with the staff in school and is in line with the requirements/specifications of the National 

Curriculum for Geography. Each unit of geography taught is assessed on the completion of each 

unit with children’s work being assessed against NC levels for the subject. At the end of the 

academic year a formal summative judgement is made based on pupil performance across the year 

which is then made available to the receiving teacher the following year. 

 

Membership of the Geographical Association has helped to keep abreast of recent issues, 

resources and ideas. The school was awarded the Bronze Level PGQM in 2011 and is now 

working towards the Silver Award.  

 

 

Rationale for Geography in the Primary School. 
 

The following rationale underpins the provision for Geography in our school:  

 

 Develop the children’s knowledge of where places are and what they are like, including an 

appreciation and understanding of the lifestyles of the people who live there and how 

places and environments change. 

 Promote the understanding of patterns and processes in physical and human geography. 

 Develop knowledge and understanding of environmental changes and sustainable 

development. 

 Develop an appreciation of the application of geography to environmental, social and 

political issues. 

 Promote the ability to carry out geographical enquiry, applying questioning skills and 

analytical and presentational techniques – particularly the skills required to effectively use 

maps, photographs, plans, atlases and diagrams, fieldwork and information and 

communication technology. 

 Stimulate children’s interest in their surroundings and in the variety of human and physical 

conditions on the Earth’s surface.  

 Foster children’s sense of wonder at the beauty of the world around them. 

 Help children to develop an informed concern about the quality of the environment and the 

future of the human habitat; and thereby enhance children's sense of responsibility for the 

care of the Earth and its people. This will be extended through areas of study, which are 

planned around topics, projects or themes. Our aim is to help the children become globally 

aware. 

 

Aims 

 

With the above rationale in mind we therefore aim to offer: 
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 A rich and varied curriculum that will encourage self-confidence and independence of 

learning, meeting the holistic needs of each child 

 A quality curriculum which is planned and differentiated for each individual and which 

also fulfils the legal requirements of the National Curriculum 

 An environment which fosters success and achievement, where high expectations lead to 

high standards, encouraging everyone to reach their full potential. 

 An equal opportunity and access where we hope to inspire everyone to accept new 

challenges without fear of failure or criticism, thereby responding to the needs and 

interests of individual pupils. 

    Foundation Stage 

 
In The Foundation Stage, Geography comes under the wider title of Knowledge and 

Understanding of the World (P82 – 99 Curriculum Guidance for the Foundation Stage). 

Geographical aspects of learning in this area of the curriculum include: 

 

 Exploration and investigation based on first hand experience.  Children will investigate 

objects and materials by using all of their senses as appropriate. They will find out about, 

and identify, some features of living things, objects and events they observe. Children will 

look closely at similarities, differences, patterns and changes. They will be encouraged to 

ask questions about why things happen and how things work and use geographical language 

such as hill, road, river etc. They will also be encouraged to understand and follow 

directions as well as have experience of maps, plans and globes.  

 Information and communication technology.  Children will find out about and identify 

the uses of everyday technology and use information and communication technology to 

support their learning. 

 A sense of place. Children will find out about and identify features in the place they live 

and the natural world. They will find out about their environment, and talk about those 

features they like and dislike.  

 Cultures and beliefs.  Children begin to know about their own culture and beliefs and 

those of other people. 

 In addition, children will experience geography through appropriately planned topics and 

themes. When planning topics the Nursery and Reception teachers will actively collaborate 

to plan and provide practical structured activities, including a range of structured and 

spontaneous play, in line with The Foundation Stage Stepping Stones. 

 

In The Foundation Stage children will be introduced and encouraged to use geographical 

language using words in context with growing understanding. Children will be introduced to 

stories, events and objects to further gain a sense of geography.  Stories from big books are a 

highly recommended as well as poems, songs, practical objects and artefacts, which will form the 

basis of resources used by the children. Where possible, first hand accounts by visitors will be 

used to develop geographical questions and discussion points. Trips to local farms, parks, or 

places of interest form an essential part of the experience of geography. 

As children progress they will be encouraged and supported to think of and begin to 

answer their own questions. For example, in what ways could their environment be improved? 

What do they like/not like about their environment? 

Children will record their work in a variety of ways, appropriate to the age and stage of their 

development. Drawings, paintings, tables of results, digital photographs, perhaps contributing to a 

classroom display, are all recommended and should all be used.  
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Key Stage One   

 

In Key Stage 1, geography is about developing knowledge, skills and understanding relating to 

children's own environment and the people who live there, and developing an awareness of the 

wider world.  

 

Children:  

 investigate and learn about the physical and human features of their own environment and 

appreciate how their locality is similar to and different from other places;  

 focus on geographical questions like What/Where is it? What is it like? How did it get like this? 

 develop and use geographical enquiry skills, including fieldwork skills, geographical terms, 

making and using maps, and using photographs.  

 

Key Stage Two 
 

In Key Stage 2, geography is about developing knowledge, skills and understanding relating to 

people, places and environments at different scales, in the United Kingdom and overseas, and an 

appreciation of how places relate to each other and the wider world.  

 

Children:  

 study places and themes at different scales from local to national in the United Kingdom and 

overseas, and investigate how people and places are linked and how they relate to the wider 

world;  

 study how and why physical and human features are arranged as they are in a place or 

environment, and how people are influenced by and affect environments;  

 focus on geographical questions like What is it like? How did it get like this? How and why is it 

changing?  

 develop and use geographical enquiry skills, including fieldwork and IT skills, geographical 

terms, making and using maps, and using photographs.  

 

Language and communication  

 

Children:  

 develop language skills through talking about their work and presenting their own ideas using 

sustained and systematic writing of different kinds;  

 use geographical language and draw maps and diagrams to communicate geographical 

information;  

 read fiction and non-fiction, and extract information from sources such as reference books, CD-

ROMS, e-mails and the internet.  

 

Values and attitudes  

 

Children:  

 work with others, listen to each other's ideas, and treat them with respect;  

 have opportunities to consider their own attitudes and values, and those of other people;  

 develop respect for evidence and critically evaluate ideas which may or may not fit the evidence 

available;  

 develop a respect for the environment and be encouraged to evaluate their own and others' effect 

or impact on it.  
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Planning: progression and continuity 

 
Teachers plan for Geography in Teams termly or half-termly following the agreed Scheme of 

Work.  

       

Schemes of work have been developed by the whole staff. The termly or half termly programmes 

have key objectives which are central to pupils’ achievements and the teachers give priority to 

these key objectives when planning work and assessing it. Work may be blocked as appropriate. 

Medium term planning can be found on ‘Staff Shared’ documents for each year group. At the end of 

each unit teachers will annotate the planning with the children’s names, reflecting their 

achievement within this unit, and appropriate evaluations and alterations.  

 

Each unit of geography taught is assessed on the completion of each unit with children’s work 

being assessed against NC levels for the subject. At the end of the academic year a formal 

summative judgement is made based on pupil performance across the year which is then made 

available to the receiving teacher the following year. 

 

All teachers in school are using formative assessment methods in order to help them consider the 

next steps for the geographical development for individual children as they prepare their lessons 

for the subject. 

 

Regular geography staff meetings allow for staff to discuss performance of children and the 

standard attained within each year group to monitor that judgements of pupil performance in the 

subject are generally sound and standard within school. 
 

Features of progression 

 

 

Progress in geography can be characterised by:  

 an increase in breadth of studies: the gradual extension of content - places, themes and 

environments - to be considered;  

 an increasing depth of study: the gradual development of general ideas and concepts and deeper 

understanding of increasingly complex and abstract processes, patterns and relationships;  

 an increase in the spatial scale of study: the shift in emphasis from local, smaller scale studies to 

more distant, regional, national, continental and global scales;  

 a continuing development of skills: to include the use of specific geographical skills such as map 

work and more general skills of enquiry matched to children's developing cognitive abilities;  

 increasing opportunities for children to examine social, economic, political and environmental 

issues: the chance to develop greater appreciation and understanding of the influence of people's 

beliefs, attitudes and values on alternative courses of action relating to people, places and 

environments.  

 

'Aspects of progression' and 'Progression in patterns and processes and geographical enquiry'  

below describe how progression can be characterised.  

 Location and scale of study from greater emphasis on small-scale/local, eg school grounds 

to more emphasis on the larger scale; contrasting and distant places, eg localities in the 

UK and overseas 

 Breadth and depth of focus from narrow focus, eg local stream or shopping area to wider 

focus, eg major river system or city centre 
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 Complexity of ideas from simple links, features, e.g. local journeys, use of resources to 

generalised, more abstract, e.g. transport systems, sustainability 

 Precision of subject language from basic terms, e.g. stream, hill to precise, subject 

specific terms, e.g. tributary, relief 

 Progression of map skills from simple, basic, e.g. coordinates to wider range, precise, e.g. 

four or six figure references 

 Development of values and attitudes from personal views, e.g. likes and dislikes to critical 

evaluation, conflicts and solutions, e.g. response to local issues 

 Enquiry skills from responding to questions, e.g. what, where, why? to initiating questions, 

e.g. what, where, why, how? 

 Fieldwork skills from simple/basic field techniques, e.g. observe and identify which way 

a river flows to more precise measurement, e.g. river measurement at different sites - 

width, depth speed. Visits with a geographical focus are also an important element of the 

educational visits programme and really do enhance the geographical experience and 

awareness of all pupils. Pupils explore the local area, a nearby town, a contrasting village, 

the local river etc. In Year 6 the children have the opportunity to experience an outdoor 

residential which affords an opportunity to experience a different locality which allows for 

some wider geographical understanding which is an integral element of the visit. 

 Secondary sources from simple/basic skills, e.g. observation of features on a photograph 

to complex skills drawing on subject knowledge and ideas, e.g. identification and 

explanation of features 

 Use of ICT from complex skills drawing on subject knowledge and ideas, e.g. 

identification and explanation of features to precise, complex skills; greater 

independence,  Access to a range of good quality geography resources which includes 

access to a range of ICT devices and programs related to the subject. Children from Year 1 

upwards have experience of digital maps and all children – particularly in the older age 

groups – use the ‘search’ facility to discover new facts about the local area and the wider 

world e.g. research related to particular geographical / topical issues or specific locations. 

Children in Key Stage 2 regularly use ‘PowerPoint’ to evidence their learning to others in 

geography work. The use of digital cameras and videos to record work undertaken in the 

subject is increasingly a feature of lessons with a facility to review experiences and share 

work undertaken. 
 

 

Cross-curricular links 
 

Geography is not simply taught discretely but it has become embedded within a much 

wider curriculum. Links are made with history, art, literacy, maths etc. Each year group works 

together to plan the geography skill based topics and make every effort to include as much 

creativity as possible. Displays around the school hi-light quality work and always incorporate 

elements of creativity. 

Geography provides an ideal opportunity to link with all other curriculum subjects. 

Children will be encouraged to incorporate a wide range of cross-curricular activities and skills 

to further develop their geographical understanding of the topics studied. Some of the geography 

work may be carried out in other timetabled lessons, for example Literacy (creative writing) or 

Design and Technology. When planning, teachers are encouraged to incorporate a range of such 

creative activities where appropriate. 

School has already achieved the Eco – Schools Awards and works hard to ensure that all 

pupils are better informed about issues related to sustainability and caring for your local and 

global environment. 
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 ‘Geography Week’ which is held annually allows for a full range of subjects to be linked 

with geography as related to the study of a range of places – often with an emphasis on mapping 

skills, use of ICT, data collection and analysis and writing and presentation of surveys undertaken.  

 

‘Africa Week’ which culminates in a whole school ‘showcase provides a real opportunity 

to link to art and music and for children to explore the geography and historical development of the 

people and place under examination at a level appropriate to the age and ability of the children 

concerned.   

Frequently geography is a key feature of year group assemblies when work is presented in 

a variety of ways including music, drama, artwork etc.  

 

 

Marking 

 
A Marking Policy has been agreed which offers consistency of approach and presentation. (Please 

refer to the Marking Policy for details.) 

 

 

Teaching and Learning Styles 

 
The teaching and learning of Geography should be both stimulating and motivating, with children 

encouraged to show increased levels of independence as they progress through school. 

 

Children in both Key Stages will be expected to have the opportunity to undertake a range of 

geographical tasks/assignments and related experiences appropriate to the age and ability of the 

child.  It is important that the teacher considers carefully the most suitable strategy to 

introduce/develop each unit of study for Geography. 

 

 

Classroom Management 

 
The majority of Geography lessons will be taught in the children’s normal class group. Fieldwork 

will be undertaken as often as possible, wherever possible. Access to resources will have an 

impact on teaching of this subject. 

 

Children could also be given opportunities to practise some of the skills of investigative work, e.g. 

thinking about questions to ask about a topic, and ways of finding out the answers. 

 

 

( Many units provide opportunities for teachers to set worthwhile tasks that can be completed 

outside formal teaching time. Suitable tasks to set include:  

 finding out more about the topics in the units;  

 asking children to apply the new ideas they encounter to their own life experience;  

 collecting data and information. ) 

 

NB  

Teaching Assistants and /or parent helpers will need to be given specific guidance on the way in 

which they support/work with children - the level of independence that the children should be 

allowed - and the specific aims and objectives for any activity that they are to oversee. 
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Recording of Work 

 
There are a variety of ways in which children are encouraged to record work in Geography to 

show their knowledge, understanding and level of skills.  They include:  

 

 talking, discussing, writing ideas, notes 

 asking/answering geographical questions 

 using appropriate geographical language to describe features 

 evaluations of completed work 

 class or school display related to Geography 

 use of ICT for recording work 

 

 

 

Assessment / Record keeping/ Reporting 
 

 

Assessment in Geography is based on the statutory level descriptions and the single statement of 

attainment.  The level descriptors for the ‘Geography’ attainment targets describe the type and 

range of performance that children working at a particular level should characteristically 

demonstrate.  In all year groups each unit of work for the subject will be assessed against the 

‘Expectations’ for each pupil, and will be recorded within the medium term planning. Each child 

will then be placed within a level in accordance with national curriculum levels as well as being 

judged as to whether they are independent or secure or still requiring further help. This will then 

help to inform future planning. 

 

At the end of each Key Stage teachers should adapt a ‘best fit’ strategy to assess the performance 

of individual pupils at this time. 

 

Geography ‘showcase’ events allow for pupils to show the whole school what they have been 

doing and to listen to others relate the fun and learning they have had in the subject. 

 

Once each year teachers will be expected to produce a written report to parents/guardians on each 

child’s attainment/progress in this subject.  Staff will also review pupil performance with parents 

at the 2 consultation evenings during the year. 

 

Evaluation 

 
Individual teachers evaluate the success of teaching each week, and where necessary suggest future 

improvements in their short term planning.  Half termly/termly evaluations are fed back to the 

subject co-ordinator and head teacher.   

 

The subject co-ordinator will oversee the long term planning/medium term plans and subject 

evaluation for the subject. 

 

The range and quality of children’s work will be monitored during the course of the year . 
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The subject co-ordinator will also have the opportunity to evaluate the subject through direct 

observation of its teaching at agreed times in the year. This may take the form of Learning Walks 

throughout school where evidence is collected in the forms of photographs, samples of children’s 

work or photocopies of children’s books. This work is to be stored within a Geography folder 

within the schools computer system. 

 

See Staff Shared – Geography – Evidence of work/portfolios 

 

Budget and Resources 
 

The annual agreed budget will be used to continue to build a wide range of appropriate and 

relevant resources to support geography teaching and learning. Staff will be consulted about their 

team or year group needs. Museum loan services will continue to be used where appropriate. 

 

Children will have the opportunity to work with a range of quality resources and equipment which 

are located in each of the Team ‘shared’ areas.   

 

The safe and appropriate use of these resources by the children is the responsibility of the class 

teacher. 

 

Resources are regularly monitored and evaluated with staff to ensure that the Geography budget is 

spent effectively and fairly. 

 

Resources should support learning objectives, be appropriate for age, Key Stage and topic, and be 

as wide ranging as possible, e.g.: - 

 audio tape / DVD/video / TV programmes 

 CD-ROM / Internet 

 photographs 

 databases 

 work before, during and after school trips  

 interviews 

 role play / drama  

 dance / music 

 maps, archives, newspapers and journals 

 links with parents and wider community  

 fiction and non-fiction books 

 food 

 artefacts 

 DT and artwork 

 

Role of the Co-ordinator 

 

 to provide where necessary positive and appropriate support to the teaching and non-teaching 

staff either informally or through appropriate INSET or staff meetings. .  

 to have an overview of continuity, progression and assessment and monitoring in Geography 

throughout the whole school.   

 to promote Geography within the school,  

 organise and review the Geography resources,  

 ensure supplies of consumables are maintained,  

 provide good practice of Geography,  

 ensure there is equality of opportunity in Geography,  
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 organise and review Geography resources to ensure their relevance and usage,  

 to monitor the quality of planning, teaching and range and type of resources in line with current 

school practices and annual budgets. 

 to ensure Geography is implemented effectively within the classroom to expected National 

Curriculum requirements. 

 

Role of the teacher 

At Ingleby Mill we expect that teachers will continue to set high expectations of both 

themselves and of the children, and that this will be reflected in the teaching of the subject in the 

range and quality of work produced, so that the teacher will:-  

 Demonstrate secure and confident subject knowledge to ensure that geography skills are 

developed. 

 Demonstrate skilful questioning. 

 Provide a balance between giving information about places and providing opportunities to 

investigate and explore surroundings. 

 Ensure the children are fully interested in the subject, and are curious about places and 

people. 

 Have clear and high expectations in order to motivate and encourage children in 

application to their work. 

 Provide a range of resources, which are readily available and appropriate for lesson. 

 Provide differentiated teaching and high expectations of more able groups who were 

encouraged to provide evidence of concepts discussed.  

 Lead children to examine carefully selected extracts from a given resource. 

 Support and encourage individuals and groups through differentiated questioning and 

challenging pace. 

 Relate the content of the lesson to previous and future lessons. 

 Encourage use of geographical terminology. 

 Assess the pupils work at regular intervals. 

 In the ‘plenary’ component of lesson, assess children’s ability to grasp skills and 

knowledge covered in lesson. 

 

Equal opportunities 
 

When planning and teaching, gender issues should always be considered. The geography 

programme is devised for all children attending our school. Teachers will be required to treat all 

children as individuals with their own abilities, attitudes and differences.  Children will be 

provided with the opportunity to work as individuals and as part of a variety of groups where 

groupings have been considered with relation to the children’s education needs. When looking at 

people in geography a range of both men and women should be studied.  (See Equal Opportunities 

Policy). 

 

 

 

Special Educational Needs 

 
All children will be provided with relevant appropriate and at times challenging work in this 

subject.  All children will have access to all areas of Geography wherever possible i.e.  

 setting suitable learning challenges for all pupils 



Geography 

Summer 2013 

 responding to pupils diverse learning needs 

 overcoming potential barriers to learning and assessment of individuals and groups 

 

Curriculum planning and assessment will therefore take into account the type and extent of those 

special needs related to each identified pupil - e.g. physical disability, specific learning difficulty, 

and gifted and talented. 

In many cases the action necessary to respond to an individual’s requirements for such curriculum 

access will be met through greater differentiation by task, through or progression with targeted and 

appropriate resources made available where necessary. 

 

Gifted and Talented Pupils 

 
Children with much higher than average ability in Geography, are identified by class teachers and 

opportunities would be provided to extend their skills by: 

 setting work that is more challenging 

 providing investigational work that encourages initiative, self direction and stimulates 

originality. 

 develop higher level thinking skills. 

 

Health and Safety 

 
Health and Safety must always remain an important consideration. Geography provides ideal 

opportunities for educational visits, links with DT, cooking etc. When taking children out of school 

the normal school policies and procedures should be adhered to. (See Health and Safety Policy 

Educational visits). Safety and hygiene issues should be addressed in planning and in the general 

management of the classroom. 

 

Review of this policy 

 
The review of this policy will take place in Summer 2015 or earlier if the need is identified. 

 
 


